Chronic intestinal pseudoobstruction with myopathy and ophthalmoplegia. A muscular biochemical study of a mitochondrial disorder.
The association of chronic intestinal pseudoobstruction with ophthalmoplegia has been reported previously in visceral myopathies. We report a case of this association in which muscle mitochondria had a crystalline appearance, a dense core, and decreased cytochrome c oxidase and succinate cytochrome c reductase activities. The absence of evident mitochondrial DNA deletion in the skeletal muscle of this patient does not exclude the possibility of localized deletion or mutation of mitochondrial DNA in digestive muscle.